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Arts + Public Life, an initiative of 
UChicago Arts, provides platforms 

for artists and arts programming 
through artist residencies, arts 

education, creative entrepreneurship, 
and  artist-led programs and events. 

Arts Incubator 
301 E Garfield Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60637

YOGA ON THE BLOCK
Weekly Community Yoga Classes

Arts Incubator, Flex Space - 2nd Floor

FRIDAYS
9:30am–11:00am w/Latipha Rivers

SATURDAYS
9:00am-10:00am w/Latipha Rivers

10:30am-12:00pm w/Akhu Ausar

Committed Knitters
WEDNESDAYS  |  12:00pm–3:00pm

Arts Incubator, Flex Space - 2nd Floor
Learn the basics or use as a refresher course and 
make a project. If you already know how to knit or 
crochet, join us and share ideas.

FREE REGULAR PROGRAMS ON THE ARTS BLOCK

Arts + Public Life programs take place at the Arts Incubator and Green Line 
Performing Arts Center, and are FREE and open to the public unless otherwise 
noted. Some programs may require pre-registration, and some partner programs 
may require a fee.

Events are wheelchair accessible. Persons with disabilities who need an 
accommodation in order to participate in these events should contact Arts + Public 
Life for assistance at artsandpubliclife@uchicago.edu or by calling (773) 702-9724.

Please note that programs are subject to change. Be sure to check the Arts + Public 
Life website, or follow us on social media to stay up to date and get program details.

arts.uchicago.edu/apl
artsandpubliclife@uchicago.edu

Arts Incubator  
301 E Garfield Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60637

kids jamm Yoga Class
EVERY LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
11:00 AM–12:00 PM

Green Line Performing Arts Center

Instructor: Nubia Henderson

Caregivers and children explore the mind-body 
connection together in this family yoga class. Mats 
provided. Dress for movement, bare your feet. Feel 
free to bring your favorite instrument and a bottle of 
water. 

@artspubliclife

@artspubliclife

GALLERY
HOURS:

WED-FRI 
12:00–6:00 PM

Green Line Performing 
Arts Center

329 E Garfield Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60637

Dem Beats
FRI FEB 21, 28, MAR 6  

8:00-11:00pm

Chicago DJs host Friday free night dances that journey 
through the music of the diaspora - reggae, dancehall, 
afro-beat, afro-pop and hip hop. 

Fatty Bum Bum
SAT FEB 29, MAR 7  

8:00-10:00pm

A new play by Nikkita Duke, directed by Matthew Dada.  
written in Nigerian pidgin, Fatty Bum Bum is a social 
commentary on marginalization and self-preservation as 
Emediong, a young woman ridiculed because of her weight, is 
forced to stand up for herself when her usual bus conductor 
insists on charging her more than other riders. 

Word Dey!
SUN FEB 23, MAR 1, 8 

3:00-5:00pm

Original stories, poetry, spoken word, and personal narratives 
from the community reflecting how language shapes identity 
and inspires creativity.

Fehinty African Theatre Ensemble presents 

Diaspora Monologues 2020: VA-NA-KU-LA

Come Shop: 
Fehinty Marketplace

Shop in the marketplace to support local entrepreneurs’ 
art, decor, food, accessories, clothing, and more. Fridays at 
7:30pm, Saturdays at 5:30pm, Sundays at 1:30pm.

All events take place at Green Line Performing Arts Center. Learn more 
and get links to purchase tickets at bit.ly/vanakula2020

Depth of Field:  Celebrating 65 Years of 
the Washington Park Camera Club
EXHIBITION: FEB 28—APR 17, 2020
Arts Incubator Flex Space (2nd Floor)



MARCH PROGRAMS All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

SUN MAR 29 | 10:00am-12:00pm

South Side Story Time (10am-11am)
kids jamm Family Yoga (11am-12pm)

Green Line Performing Arts Center

It’s Family Fun Day on the Arts Block! Bring your kids to listen, learn, 
sing, dance, and interact at South Side Story Time, a monthly gathering 
that curates readings for its young attendees along with the chance for 
their parents to socialize. Hosted by Keewa Nurullah of Kido and Megan 
Jeyifo. Open to all ages but geared towards 0 - 6. Stay for kids jamm 
family yoga immediately following from 11am-12pm. Yoga mats, snacks 
and refreshments provided.

THU MAR 19 | 7:00pm-9:00pm
Grown Folks Stories hosted by 
Whitney Capps

Green Line Performing Arts Center

Presented in partnership with The Silver Room. 
$5 suggested donation. Doors open and sign-ups start at 6:30pm.

Grown Folks Stories, created by Cara Brigandi and Eric Williams, 
founder and owner of The Silver Room, is two hours of five minute 
stories that range from the hilarious to the absolutely somber. Come 
join this ever-popular gathering of nonprofessional, unrehearsed 
storytellers, who give us the real stories we live everyday. There is no 
theme, no judging, no poetry, no readings. It’s storytelling that you’ve 
never experienced before.

MAR 9, 10, 16, 17 | 7:30pm-9:00pm
Discovering the Art of Telling Your 
Comedic Story 4-Part Workshop

Green Line Performing Arts Center
Space is limited, RSVP required at bit.ly/dionnawrites

What is your comedic story? How do you use your life experience and 
craft a story that is memorable and funny? Here’s your chance to learn 
from one of Second City’s best mentors. Dionna Griffin-Irons will 
encourage participants to discover and challenge themselves to find 
their funny, develop their point of view, and use life experience with 
improvisation and humor. Packed with empowering theatre exercises, 
writing prompts, in-class script reading, and Griffin-Irons’ unique 
personal storytelling, this workshop provides participants with creative 
tools to develop comedic characters, jumpstart writing and “giving 
voice” to their story now.

Presented by Arts + Public Life, with generous sponsorship from 
Arts, Science + Culture Initiative and Center for the Study of Race, 
Politics and Culture.
Arts + Public Life presents S is for Soul Sister, an exhibition showcasing photographs 
by Okunola Jeyifous, an independent photographer and neurobiologist, at the 
University of Chicago. 2020 will mark 50 years since children living in the Harold Ickes 
Homes sat for portraits that were used as visual aides in Chicago classrooms and 
libraries. Inspired by those portraits taken in 1970, Jeyifous has photographed the 
children of the “Black ABCs” today as adults, celebrating the beauty and historic 
impact that those images and individuals still hold. 

Learn more at bit.ly/sisforsoulsister

WED MAR 4 | 6:30pm-8:00PM
Science, Medicine and the Black Body
Science, Medicine and the Black Body is a panel discussion with Okunola Jeyifous, artist 
and neurobiologist, and Doriane Miller, MD, moderated by editor and writer Sandria 
Washington. Join Arts + Public Life for a discussion exploring historic science and 
medical practices that intentionally targeted and disproportionately harmed 
communities of color. Participants will reflect on changes to racist policies and practices 
that have led to more ethical research and humane practices, and will identify areas 
needing further improvements.

EXHIBITION RELATED PROGRAMS AT THE ARTS INCUBATOR

WED MAR 18 | 6:30pm-8:00PM
Public Housing and Community Narratives with Audrey Petty
Educator and author Audrey Petty, who wrote the deeply moving High Rise Stories: 
Voices from Chicago Public Housing, will moderate a conversation about public housing 
and community journalism that centers the voices of residents and community 
members. Guests include: Cheryl Reese, former resident of the Ickes Homes; Ethan 
Michaeli, former Editor in Chief of We the People Media’s Residents’ Journal; and Bettina 
Chang, Co-Founder and Editorial Director of City Bureau. Arts + Public Life presents this 
narrative focused program as a way to more deeply reflect on the people, architecture 
and policies that shaped Chicago’s public housing projects.

MON, MAR 2 | 7:00pm–9:00pm
FIRST MONDAY JAZZ PRESENTS 

Isaiah Collier and The Chosen Few
Green Line Performing Arts Center

Arts + Public Life’s First Mondays Jazz series, now in its sixth year, 
is a free community event featuring both emerging and 
established Chicago jazz artists on the first Monday of every 
month. Isaiah Collier and The Chosen Few is a group founded by 
saxophonist Isaiah Collier. Collier, who’s an alumni of the Jazz 
Institute of Chicago and ChiArts, has been playing around the 
Chicagoland area for the past 4 years with artists such as: Stefon 
Harris, Roy McCurty, Carmen Bradford, Ernest Dawkins, Bennie 
Maupin, Ari Brown, Robert Irving III and many more. 

THU MAR 5 | 7:00pm–9:00pm
CINEMA 53 SCREENING + DISCUSSION SERIES

Dawnland
(Adam Mazo and Ben Pender-Cudlip,  2018)

Harper Theater, 5238 S Harper Ave, Chicago, IL 60615
Screening followed by a conversation with series curator Eve Ewing 
and Heather Miller, executive director of the American Indian Center 
in Chicago. Presented with generous support from Center for the 
Study of Race, Politics and Culture and Center for the Study of 
Gender and Sexuality.
As recently as the 1970’s, one in four Native American children 
were living in non-Native foster care, adoptive homes, or boarding 
schools. Follow the first government-sanctioned truth and 
reconciliation commission in the US as it witnesses intimate, 
sacred moments of truth-telling and healing. With exclusive 
access to this groundbreaking process and never-before-seen 
footage, the film reveals the untold narrative of Indigenous child 
removal in the United States.

EXHIBITION DATES: 

JANUARY 17—MARCH 20, 2020
Arts Incubator Gallery, 301 E Garfield Blvd
GALLERY HOURS: 12PM-6PM, WED-FRI

THU MAR 12 | 7:00pm-9:00pm
We Tell: Turf
Documentary Shorts Film Screening + Discussion

Green Line Performing Arts Center
Hosted by Allyson Field (UChicago) with Angela Aguayo (SIU, author of 
Documentary Resistance), Denise Zaccardi (Community TV Network), 
Anton Seals Jr. (community organizer) and Gordon Quinn (Kartemquin 
Films). Presented with generous support from Center for the Study of Race, 
Politics and Culture.

The works in the “Turf” collection dig out the complexities and 
politics of gentrification, homelessness, housing, and the significance 
of urban spaces for democratic participation. The projects span cities 
such as Braddock, Pennsylvania; Detroit; Houston; New Orleans; New 
York City; Philadelphia; San Francisco; and Seattle. The videos in Turf 
reveal that cities have transformed into battlegrounds between 
communities and those in power who would take land and space to 
expand economic and political power. This event is part of “We Tell: 
50 Years of Participatory Community Media,” a six-screening series of 
activist grassroots documentaries made by oppositional groups in 
the United States for more than 50 years.

SAT MAR 14 | 12:00pm-2:00pm

Sui Generis: Open Studio + Gumbo Social 
hosted by Artist-in-Residence Delano Dunn

Arts Incubator: Studio 1

2019/20 Artist-in-Residence Delano Dunn invites you to swing by his 
studio at the Arts Incubator for a celebration of gumbo and art. 
Check out some of his works in progress while mixing and mingling 
with friends, family, and community members over a delicious bowl 
of his homemade gumbo. 

MON MAR 9 | 3:00pm-4:00pm
Progressive Conversation with Kamilah Rashied 
hosted by Erika Dudley and The Loom

Arts Incubator
The Loom invites you to a conversation with Kamilah Rashied to 
explore why representation matters and how her work continues 
to investigate how the arts can advance consciousness raising. 
Kamilah Rashied is an administrator, arts educator and 
interdisciplinary artist who has worked from every angle of 
cultural production, contributing to many venerable arts and 
culture organizations in Chicago. As a thinker and maker, she 
remains interested in the performance of race, gender and class.

SAT MAR 14 | 1:00pm-4:00pm
We Are Family: South Side Home Movie 
Project Screening + Discussion
hosted by APL’s Teen Arts Council

Green Line Performing Arts Center

The youth of Arts + Public LIfe’s Teen Arts Council invite you to this 
free public screening of a selection of films from the South Side 
Home Movie Project digital archive. The carefully selected films will 
be used to spark intergenerational conversations about modern-day 
families, self-representation, and memory. 

TUE MAR 31 | 7:00pm-9:00pm

Write On! Penmanship + Music Jam with 
Artist-in-Residence Ben Lamar Gay

Arts Incubator: Studio 2
2019/20 Artist-in-Residence Ben Lamar Gay invites you into his studio 
at the Arts Incubator for a one-of-a-kind Penmanship Jam. Participants 
are invited to explore the beauty of handwriting and how it can be 
used to create musical scores that can be performed. Musicians and 
calligraphers will be on hand to help facilitate the experience.  


